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COMMUNITY BRIEFING

A Presentation by the Kurrajong Heights Rural Fire Brigade
Sunday 20th September 2026
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Disclaimer

The information in this presentation is provided for general community education purposes only.  

It does not constitute professional, legal, or personal advice and it may not be applicable to your specific requirements or property.

While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this information at the time of presentation, conditions and information 
may change.  Always check the RFS "Hazards Near Me" app or the NSW RFS website for current conditions and warnings.

Where specific products are used as examples in this presentation, this does not constitute a recommendation.

Following the guidance in this presentation does not guarantee the safety of your life, family, or property in a bushfire. Every 
situation is different, and residents are responsible for making their own decisions based on their circumstances, risk tolerance, and 

the conditions at the time.

Kurrajong Heights Rural Fire Brigade and the NSW Rural Fire Service accept no liability for any loss, damage, or injury arising from 
reliance on the information presented here.
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AGENDA

DEFENDING THE HEIGHTS
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NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUPSPREPARING YOUR FAMILY

PREPARING YOUR PROPERTY



Your Brigade
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• OUR BRIGADE:
• 1 x Cat 1 Tanker

• Delivered January 2023
• 5 crew

• 1 x Cat 7 Tanker
• 3 crew

• 66 Brigade members

Events are managed by the RFS using a Computer 
Aided Despatch system 

When our brigade is called to an event our 
firefighters are paged on a mobile app called RFS 

Activ.  They can accept or decline the page



Brigade Publications
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• Website:  
https://www.khrfs.org/ 

• Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/Kurrajo
ngHeightsRFS 

• Good Fire Bad Fire
The 70 Year History of 
Kurrajong Heights:
https://www.khrfs.org/good-fire-
bad-fire/ 

https://www.khrfs.org/
https://www.facebook.com/KurrajongHeightsRFS
https://www.facebook.com/KurrajongHeightsRFS
https://www.khrfs.org/good-fire-bad-fire/
https://www.khrfs.org/good-fire-bad-fire/
https://www.khrfs.org/good-fire-bad-fire/
https://www.khrfs.org/good-fire-bad-fire/
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https://www.khrfs.org/good-fire-bad-fire/


Whole World is Burning
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Wildfires have doubled in number in the last 2 decades and 
the northern and southern fire seasons now overlap

Look at all 
the fires 
burning 

around the 
Arctic  Circle



Significant Fuel Levels

Windy provides a view of Fire Danger based on Fuel Moisture levels: 
https://www.windy.com/-Menu/menu?dfm10h,2026-09-18-12,-28.887,135.512,5 

We have a huge amount of fuel with good rains since Gospers Mountain 
Fire.  Look how quickly the continent dried out over a two week period 

from 4/9/2026 to 18/9/2026
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‘Flash droughts’ 
occur with extreme 

heat and low 
humidity.

Today’s green 
paddocks can 

change very quickly
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HARD TO DEFEND

We live on top of a 
mountain. Fire travels faster 

and hotter up hills
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We are surrounded by National Park … its 69% of the Heights
We are the Front Line for Sydney

We’re an isolated community 
with one road in and one road 

out



HISTORY OF FIRE
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FIRE HISTORY 1963 – 2026
• All recent fires have come 

from the West
• In 1976 and 2001 there were 

Northerly and Easterly 
threats

• The smallest gap between 
major fires is 3 years … the 
largest is 15

• If we live on the Heights, we 
have to prepare for fire

In 2019 a southerly wind change saved the 
Heights but impacted Bilpin across a wide 

fire front … 20 structures were lost



Understanding the risk
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• We need to consider:
• Direct flame contact

• Where the home is directly 
impacted by flame

• Radiant heat
• Intense heat without direct 

flame contact
• Ember attack

• Burning embers are carried 
well ahead of the fire front 
…10km+

• This destroys 85% - 90% of all 
homes lost to bushfire

Embers can start a fire in your 
roof hours after the fire front 

has passed 



Understanding the risk
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• Once fire gets into an 
urban environment it can 
be hard to stop

• On January 18th 2003, we 
lost 488 homes and 4 lives 
in Duffy & Chapman in 
Canberra

• Widespread use of garden 
mulch easily caught alight 
and spread burning embers 

• https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-01-18/act-2003-canberra-
fires-20-year-anniversary/101865824 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=daCpgpLBsXo Many of the houses that survived 
were fitted with a sprinkler system

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=elNDVg3-7eI&t=6s
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-01-18/act-2003-canberra-fires-20-year-anniversary/101865824
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Understanding the risk
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• The 2023 ABC Video shows how the lack of situational 
awareness contributed to what happened in Canberra 

• Since then, Watchtowers cameras have been installed across 
the ACT, and this network continues to grow across the state

• A temporary camera is installed at Kurrajong Heights

• Watchtowers are working on a more permanent solution

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=daCpgpLBsXo
https://centralwatch.watchtowers.io/au
https://www.watchtowers.io/
https://www.watchtowers.io/


Radiant Heat
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FUEL IS THE ONLY ELEMENT WE 
CAN MANAGE

TIME
1 kW/m2 is equivalent to a 1 bar fire Fuel Loads grow after a fire

Fire intensity grows exponentially with Fuel Loads 



Radiant Heat
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• 1.4 kW/m²: 
Sun on a clear summer day

• 2.5 kW/m²: 
Camp fire. Human skin feels pain in 60 
seconds

• 10 kW/m²: 
Critical limit for safe firefighter operations with 
full PPE protection

• 12 - 29 kW/m²: 
Wood ignites without an open flame

• 100 kW/m²:
Typical bushfire radiant heat … can be lethal 
if caught outside

Radiant heat will go straight through glass – 
your windows need protection

“The fire came from nowhere …. we didn’t have 
time to take shelter”

A statement we have heard many times



Understanding Your Risks

Getting caught in the open is 
historically the biggest danger …. 

frequently within 100m of the 
home

Getting caught in the car has 
recently become as big and is 

often associated with leaving late
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Leave early or shelter in the 
house

PANIC KILLS

IN THE OPEN

IN THE HOME

IN A VEHICLE



RFS Hazard Reduction

• The Hawkesbury Risk Management 
Plan identified a number of critical 
Hazard Reduction burns

• More than half have already been 
completed, and the balance will be 
done within the next 12 months 
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https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/283520/Draft-Hawkesbury-BFRMP.pdf
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/283520/Draft-Hawkesbury-BFRMP.pdf
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/283520/Draft-Hawkesbury-BFRMP.pdf


Kurrajong Heights Mosaic
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• Completed since 2019
• Middle Islands
• Little Islands
• Wheeny Gap

• Planned burns
• Warks Hill Rd
• Burralow Road East

• Neighbouring burns
• Burralow Creek West
• Bowen Mt West
• Bowen Mt East



Preparing Your Property
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PREPARING
YOUR

PROPERTY



Doing the Basics
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Fire Fighting Equipment
• Fire fighting equipment

• Independent electricity supply …. petrol or diesel generator, 
and/or house battery 

• Ability to keep the electric water pumps working 

• Powerful water pump with sufficient hoses to cover all around 
the house 

• Fuel in a safe, accessible place 

• Sprinklers on roof 
• Optional sprinklers on side of house, and in roof cavity 

• Smoke alarms in the house that have been tested 

• Water supply of at least 10,000L e.g. water tank, dam, pool and 
make sure it is topped up

• Ladders to access gutters and inside the roof cavity … also 
beside above-ground tanks 

• Buckets and mops
• Pump action water pistols have 10m range 

• Shovels and metal rakes 
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It’s best to assume that the electricity 
supply will be impacted in any major fire



Standing Water Supply

Storz fitting and ball valve should be placed 
on all water tanks
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SWS signs are available from the RFS:

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-
prepare/static-water-supply-sws2 

Bushfire Buddy or a Sliding Gate Valve can 
be used to block your downpipes without 

clambering on the roof

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/static-water-supply-sws2
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/static-water-supply-sws2
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/static-water-supply-sws2
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Window Protection

Use BAL40 compliant window 
mesh like Cyclone Ember Guard 

to protect your windows and 
home from radiant heat

You can DIY the frames or use a 
contractor
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Insurances

• Building costs have risen dramatically over the last couple of 
years and are projected to rise further

• Many properties are under insured as a result

• If you fail to insure for the correct amount, you may not be able 
to rebuild your place after a fire

• The Insurance Council has online calculators for Contents and 
Building as do many insurance companies:
https://insurancecouncil.com.au/consumers/calculators/ 
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Every policy is different … 
read your policy wording 

carefully!!!

If in doubt take professional 
advice.

https://insurancecouncil.com.au/consumers/calculators/
https://homecontents.com.au/index.php?c=web_intro&profile=ica_circa2
https://sumsure.cotality.com/#/products/7/profiles/141


Fire Retardant Plants
• Planting the correct plants around the house 

can make a huge difference to how 
flammable your place is

• We’ve started a project to better understand 
the different plants that grow locally:

• Flammability
• Whether fire is required for reproduction and the interval 

needed
• Fire resistance

• Please review the listing here and if you can add 
to, or correct our knowledge, please let us know:
https://www.khrfs.org/fire-retardant-plants/ 

• Beware using pine bark, wood chips and mulch 
as they can be a significant fire hazard.  The 
CSIRO recommends using pebbles around the 
house which will provide a fire break:
https://research.csiro.au/bushfire/landscaping/mulches/ 
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https://www.khrfs.org/fire-retardant-plants/
https://www.khrfs.org/fire-retardant-plants/
https://www.khrfs.org/fire-retardant-plants/
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Self Assessment Checklist
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From our fire planner

See next section



Preparing Your Family
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PREPARING YOUR FAMILY



Doing Your Fire Plan

YOUR FIRE PLAN
• You can download the 

bushfire plan here:
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/000
3/36597/BFSP-Complete.pdf

• Or use the Neighbourhood 
Group Fire Planner which 
contains 100% of the RFS 
plan plus additional material 
to share with your Group, 
Family & Friends:
https://www.khrfs.org/bushfire-plan/ 
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You need to complete it 
as a family and agree 
everything together 

then practice

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/36597/BFSP-Complete.pdf
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/36597/BFSP-Complete.pdf
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/36597/BFSP-Complete.pdf
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/36597/BFSP-Complete.pdf
https://www.khrfs.org/bushfire-plan/
https://www.khrfs.org/bushfire-plan/
https://www.khrfs.org/bushfire-plan/


Leave or Stay?

• You may not be able to leave 
so must have a plan to stay

• It’s better to stick together
• If you have to leave … to 

move animals for example … 
you may not be able or 
allowed to get back

• Where will you go?
• Who will you tell?
• Does everyone know and 

agree?
• Have your car facing the road
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What To Wear

NO THONGS OR SHORTS PLEASE! 
EYE PROTECTION IS VITAL 
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https://volunteerfirefighters.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Liftout-PPE.pdf


What to Take?

• If you have not 
prepared what 
you want to take 
you may not have 
time to grab 
things when you 
leave

• RFS kit:
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/pla
n-and-prepare/prepare-your-
family/emergency-survival-kit 
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Safer Place

• You need to choose your own 
safer place

• Your animals also need 
somewhere to go, and they 
need to be moved well ahead of 
any fire

• The Showground may be opened 
but its usually done at the last 
minute and you may need to stay 
with your animal 

• There are no RFS Safer Places 
in the immediate vicinity:
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-
prepare/neighbourhood-safer-places 
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https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/neighbourhood-safer-places
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/neighbourhood-safer-places
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/neighbourhood-safer-places
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/neighbourhood-safer-places
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/neighbourhood-safer-places
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/neighbourhood-safer-places
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/neighbourhood-safer-places
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/neighbourhood-safer-places
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/neighbourhood-safer-places


Making a Digital  Copy

• Your family photos are 
irreplaceable 

• So are all your financial 
documents etc

• It’s a good idea to digitize 
them and store them online

• A free Gmail account gives 
you 15gb of Drive storage 
and you can share the 
contents with your friends and 
family
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Action Checklist
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From our fire planner



ESSENTIAL INFORMATION

STAYING INFORMED
• Download Hazards Near Me

• the official RFS app
• enter your location and set up your 

notifications
• receive alerts

• Monitor our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/KurrajongHeightsRFS 

• Share information within your 
Neighbourhood Group

• Lots more info sources on our 
website: 
https://www.khrfs.org/staying-informed/ 
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Staying Informed

FIRE DANGER RATING SYSTEM
It was a new system in 2025 so please familiarise yourself with it

See the full explanation on our website:
https://www.khrfs.org/australian-fire-danger-rating-system-2/ 
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Neighbourhood Groups
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Our Neighbourhood  Groups

We started the Neighbourhood  
Groups Program in 2025
• 10 – 15 families in each group

• Connect via WhatsApp etc
• Prepare Property Plans
• Share their Bushfire Plans
• Identify where support is needed – 

internal & external to the group
• Provide emotional support to each 

other
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Current Coverage

No bush beside me so we’re safe … NOT TRUE!!
Email kh.rfs.community@gmail.com to join a group
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BELLS LINE OF ROAD & WARKS HILL RD CLYDE LANE DOUGLAS RD

THE ISLANDSHERMITAGE 
RD

mailto:kh.rfs.community@gmail.com


Property Maps

• Property maps show water, 
electrical and other hazards 
and truck access

• They are shared with the 
Neighbourhood Group, and a 
copy is placed in your meter 
box for use by a RFS truck 
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SWS Mapping

Water information is extracted 
from the Property Maps for our 
Kurrajong Heights Water Map
Essential info for the RFS to 

help protect our homes
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HR Permissions

• We need to get permission 
from all affected property 
owners before we can go on 
their land to conduct hazard 
reduction

• Using our Neighbourhood 
Groups simplified the 
exercise for the planned 
Warks Hill Rd HR burn
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Fire Plans

• The KH Neighbourhood Group Fire 
Planner is a Word document which 
can be saved as a pdf and shared 
with your group, your friends and 
your family

• There is also a pdf if you just want 
to print it out and work on paper

• Work out what help you need and 
which of your neighbours need 
help

• If we ever need to see who is safe 
and who is missing our Group 
Coordinators will know how to 
contact everyone
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https://www.khrfs.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Neighbourhood-Groups-Bush-Fire-Planner.docx
https://www.khrfs.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Neighbourhood-Groups-Bush-Fire-Planner.pdf
https://www.khrfs.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Neighbourhood-Groups-Bush-Fire-Planner.docx


When there is a Fire

• We’ll keep our Coordinators 
informed … and we’ll answer 
questions

• They will share information 
within their groups

• Our groups can use their 
choice of communications
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Thank You
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JOIN YOUR LOCAL 
NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUP … 

EMAIL YOUR DETAILS
kh.rfs.community@gmail.com 

Talk to us about 
becoming a volunteer

Tell your friends and 
neighbours about 
getting prepared

mailto:khkh.rfs.community@gmail.com
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